[Laparoscopic cholecystectomy in patients with earlier laparotomy].
Previous abdominal surgery has been reported as a relative contraindication to laparoscopic cholecystectomy. A retrospective analysis of 356 laparoscopic cholecystectomies was undertaken to determine whether previous abdominal surgery led to increased morbidity. The results of 116 patients who had had previous abdominal surgery were compared with those of 240 patients without previous abdominal surgery. The rate of conversion to open operation was not increased. The operating time was a little increased. There were no increases in either minor or major postoperative complications in patients with previous abdominal surgery, and the in-hospital stay time was the same. The median recovery time was respectively ten versus eight days in patients with and without previous surgery. We conclude that previous abdominal surgery is not a contraindication to laparoscopic cholecystectomy.